The following is a summary transcription of the Maryland Oyster Advisory
Commission (OAC) Meeting recorded on January 12, 2026.

The meeting was hosted by the Maryland Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and
focused on restoration progress, the 2025-2026 harvest season, and legislative
priorities.

I. Call to Order and Opening Remarks

® Time: 5:33 PM EST.

® Opening: The Chair welcomed the commissioners and members of the public.

® Roll Call: Confirmed attendance of the diverse stakeholder group, including
scientists, commercial watermen, and environmental advocates.

@® Minutes: Approval of the minutes from the November 2025 meeting.

Il. 2025-2026 Oyster Harvest Season Update

@® Harvest Data: Staff presented preliminary numbers for the current season (which
began in October).
O Harvest levels were noted as steady in several key regions, though some
areas showed lower-than-expected yields.
O Discussion on market prices and the impact of weather conditions on harvest
days.
® Natural Resources Police (NRP) Report: Briefing on enforcement actions and
compliance rates within the public fishery areas.

Ill. Restoration and Habitat Updates

® Restoration Progress: Updates on the "Large-Scale Restoration" tributaries.
O Discussion on the progress in the St. Mary’s River and Manokin River
sanctuaries.
O Review of spat-on-shell planting targets for the Spring 2026 season.
® Five-Year Review: The commission discussed the status of the ongoing 5-year
sanctuary review process and the metrics being used to evaluate ecological
success.

IV. Shell Management and Infrastructure

® Shell Program: Briefing on the availability of substrate (oyster shell and
alternative materials) for future restoration and replenishment projects.

® Dredging Proposals: Discussion on potential sites for fossil shell dredging and
the environmental considerations associated with those permits.

V. 2026 Legislative Session Preview

® Pending Bills: Overview of legislation introduced in the Maryland General
Assembly related to oyster management, including funding for hatcheries and
potential changes to sanctuary boundaries.

® Budget Allocations: Review of the Governor’s proposed budget for the Oyster
Restoration Program.



VI. Public Comment and Closing

@® Public Input: Members of the public, including representatives from the Coastal
Conservation Association (CCA) and local watermen’s associations, provided
testimony regarding the balance between sanctuaries and public harvest grounds.

@® Next Meeting: Scheduled for February 2026.

® Adjournment: The meeting concluded at approximately 8:45 PM EST.

Note: For the full verbatim audio and visual recording, you can access the Archive.org
item here. Formal written minutes are typically published following approval at the

subsequent OAC meeting.




